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Stop Loan
Sharks.

As this project is a big one 
we were set a research brief 

over the holidays.



http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/loan%2Bshark

What is
a Loan
Shark?

Noun —
informal / derogatory

A moneylender who
charges extremely high

rates of interest, typically 
under illegal conditions: 
reports of exploitation
and deceptive trading 

practices by loan sharks.

The Official Government Website



What is 
out there



Other 
Protestors

There are many different 
sites all for the common 

cause of  killing the Loan 
Shark occupation

What is 
out there



Kill the 
Loan 

Sharks 
in Kent

“Kent Savers” is a financial co-operative owned and 
controlled by members and running on a not-for-profit 
basis. Their main aims are to promote saving and provide 
members with loans at reasonable rates, so that they feel 
in control of their own money.  They consider themselves 
a safer and cheaper alternative to other money lending 
sources, including payday loans, doorstep lenders and 
loan sharks, and more accessible than high street banks, 
who can make it difficult for people with a poor credit 
history to borrow money.  Every credit union must have 
a common bond. Theirs is that they are here for everyone 
living and/or working in Kent. They aim to help revive 
the local economy by keeping money in the community 
– after all, loans to members can mean income for local 
shops and businesses.  They  are authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Services Authority. And are covered by 
the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS).

www.
kill-loansharks.co.uk



The Brian 
Sheilds 
Trust

www.tbs-trust.co.uk

This site was set up by Brians mother (Carol Highton) 
after he commited suiside at the age of 22 in 2005. 
He borrowed £300 that rose to £3400 over a 12 week 
period. Brian was subject to intimedation and he was 
given money to pay off his earlier dedebts, leaving Brian 
helpless.

This trust so she can offer help, support and advise to 
people in simialr positions as her son. The aim is to help 
those who are strggleing with finance so they do not use 
a loan shark. If they are untrubble with a loan shrak then 
it is about making them feel safe and pursauding them to 
help get them off the streets.

This is a free service for the public and, at present, there 
is no waiting list. Through a signposting system, we will 
be able to offer a whole range of services, ie, counselling, 
debt management, confidential listening, etc.



4 Types of Lenders
1. Legal loan operators who openly offer short term 
loans for APRs of over 2500% 
 

2. Banks and similar institutions that require security 
and huge amounts of assurity that you are a 100% safe 
risk 
 

3. Credit Unions like Kent Savers

4.  The illegal loan businesses (Loan Sharks) who 
CHARGE massively high interest rates, dish out 
threats and a never ending pay back plan 
 

http://www.kill-loansharks.co.uk/documents/loan_shark_trends.html

Facts & 
Stats

This information is a 
collection of facts and 

statistics from the two sites  
stated above.

Loan Shark Trends
No licence

No paperwork -“you owe me this much”

No receipts for payment

Violence, assualt, intimidation, blackmail and sexul 
assault are used

Loans to anyone (under 18’s included)

Take cash cards and other securities

Rarely advertise, find clients by word of mouth

Repayments of at least twice the original amount, often 
with high charges for defaulting

http://www.tbs-trust.co.uk/#

Loan Shark Behaviour
Building a client list through social networking –the 
pub, schools gates, taxi rank...

Can be claiming benefits whilst making a lot of money

Frequently not paying any tax on their income

Often involved in other criminality, and interest fuels 
capital for this

Loan Sharks are getting smarter, no longer just a scrap 
of paper or exercise book but well hidden memory 
sticks...



65%
female

28%
with disability

75%
rented 

accomodation

12%
home owners

63%
unemployed

75%
on benifits

82%
without home 

insurance

56%
social housing

19%
private rented

18%
self emplyed

http://www.kill-loansharks.co.uk/documents/loan_shark_trends.html
http://www.tbs-trust.co.uk/#

The
Victims

Loan shark victims pay 
back £120 million a year.



78%
found Loan Shark 
through a friend

46%
had borrowed 

before

66%
had other debts 

avg. £7k +

28%
had benefit 

check

http://www.kill-loansharks.co.uk/documents/loan_shark_trends.html
http://www.tbs-trust.co.uk/#

44%
knew Loan 

Shark before

46%
tried to borrow 
esle where first

46%
concidered Loan 
Shark as a friend!

Why
borrow?

2.8 million people in 
the UK are currently 
finacailly exculded



http://www.tbs-trust.co.uk/#

What the 
money is 

for?

The Victims

70%
is to purchase something essentail for everyday life 

such as clothes, a washing machine and even food for 
the children.

30%
is for addictions to gambleing, alcohol, drug 

dependancy and other addictions. 

The Loan Sharks
Can fund other illegal activites

Prostitution
Counterfeit goods

Arms dealing
Money laundering

Drugs



truthThe mythThe

Myths

Myth
‘Unlicencensed money lending is not illegal’

Truth
It is illegal for anyone to operate a money lending 

business if they don’t have a licence for this from the 
Office of Fair Trading

Myth
‘If you borrow money from a loan shark, you 

are breaking the law’

Truth
It’s the loan shark who is breaking the law -  not the 
person who has borrowed the money. You can’t be 

prosecuted for having taken a loan from a loan shark

Myth
‘You have to pay back what the loan shark says 

you owe’

Truth
Any loan made by someone without a licence is 

‘unenforceable’ this means you cannot legally be made 
to pay it back

Myth
‘Illegal money-lending is a victimless crime’

Truth
Those who have borrowed money from illegal lenders 
are often threatened and intimidated into paying back 
much more than they borrowed.Whole communities 

can be affected if borrowers are forced to turn to crime 
to pay back out of control loans. Loan sharks are also 

often involved in other crime

Myth
‘Loan sharks are providing a reasonably priced 

service to people

Truth
A loan from a loan shark is, on average, three times the 
cost of the same loan from someone operating legally. 
Interest rates of between 8000% and 117,000% have 

been uncovered

http://www.tbs-trust.co.uk/#



Facebook
page

The ‘Stop Loan 
Sharks’ campaign 
has a facebook 

page called ‘Stop 
Loan Sharks Project’.

The page is 
organised by

the Birmingham 
branch of IMLT.

The Stop Loan Sharks project targets illegal money 
lenders, more commonly known as loan sharks. Three 
national Illegal Money Lending Teams make up the 
Project: England, Scotland and Wales. The Teams look 
into illegal lending and any related crimes.

The Project is funded by the department of Business 
Innovation and Skills and works in partnership with 
local Trading Standards Authorities. The Project has so 
far secured more than 212 prosecutions for illegal money 
lending and related activity leading to prison sentences 
in excess of 134 year. Almost £40million worth of illegal 
debt has been written off by the Team and more than 
18,000 loan shark victims have been helped.

Loan sharking is a criminal offence. Illegal money lenders 
operate without a licence, often targeting vulnerable 
people. How would you know if you or someone you 
know was involved with a loan shark?

— Most loan sharks start out friendly, but their 
behaviour changes when payments are missed. 
— Few loan sharks advertise, and are often heard of 
by word of mouth.
— Most loan sharks offer little or no paperwork.
— Many loan sharks will refuse to tell you how 
much you owe, how long you will be paying or what the 
interest rate is.
— Many loan sharks will increase the debt and add 
additional amounts.
— Many loan sharks take items as security 
including passports, bank or benifit cards.
— Many loan sharks resort to intimidation, threats 
and violence.

Remember if you have borrowed from a loan shark you 
have not committed a crime, they have.

To report a loan shark, please contact us:

If you live in England:
Phone 0300 555 2222 or text ‘loan shark’ and your 
message to 60003.
reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk

In you live in Wales:
Phone 0300 123 3311
imlu@cardiff.gov.uk

If you live in Scotland:
Phone 0141 2876 655
loansharks@glasgow.gov.uk

www.direct.gov.uk/stoploansharks



For Christmas ‘Stop Loan Sharks Project’ 
created an advent calendar. The calender was full 
of information about loan sharks behaviour and 
how to stop them, statistics, and victim accounts.

Window 1
It’s only 24 days until Christmas, 20% of loan 
shark victims borrowed to pay for the festive 
season- don’t get sharked.

There are links to youtube but you can find them all in one place on my blog at 
http://annabelleluce.wordpress.com/uni/year-2/sketchbook-links/

Window 2
An account of a few victims. With 
facts attached. 
1.  

2. 

3.  

4. 

An estimate id 310,000 housholds 
are borrowing from illegal money   
lenders
Loan sharks often live within the       
community in which they operate
 The highest intrest charges by       
a loan shark was calculated at         
131,000 APR
Loan sharks force their victims into a 
‘cycle of debt’.

Loan sharks use fear, intimidation, pressure and sometimes 
violence to enforce their debts.
Debt-enforcement techniques have included wounding, assault, 
kidnapping and ‘payment in kind’
Illegal money-lending debts are normally NOT enforceable by law.
The Illegal Money Lending Team has helped over 180,000 victims 
of loan sharks.
The Teams have written off around £40 million of illegal debts
Over £27 million worth of assets are being investigated (under 
POCA) with the intention of removing these from illegal lenders
More than 210 prosecutions for illegal money lending have been 
secured, resulting in prison sentences totalling over 130 years. 

5.

6. 

7.  
8.

9.
10.

11.

The link to this clip is on my blog.

Window 3
Last year more than 200 community 
groups across the country received 
funding using proceeds of crime money 
taken from convicted loan sharks.



Window 4
Money lenders need a license from the Office of Fair Trading- 
check the Consumer Credit Register Online to see if they hold 
one http://www2.crw.gov.uk/pr/Default.aspx If they don’t report 
them on 0300 555 2222.

Window 5
Loan sharks think they are untouchable but 
we have prosecuted 218 already!

Window 6
An account of a women being made 
redundant and bills need to be paid to 
the bank, credit card, etc

The clip is on my blog

Window 7
Working with a range of agencies, we’ve 
already helped 19,000 loan shark victims 
get back on their feet. We can help you 
if you are a victim.

Window 8
The courts take illegal money lending 
seriously-almost 140 years worth of 
custodial sentences have been secured.

Window 9
An account of one person’s experience with a loan 
shark and how it still affects her today.

The clip is on my blog.

Window 10
More than 120 people have had 
their say at Your Choice events 
held across the country choosing 
70 projects to be funded in their 
local community using proceeds 
of crime money. A Your Choice 
event could be coming to you 
soon!



Window 11
‘A Loan in Bolton’ is a play highlighting 
the dangers of loan sharks.
Part 1 is on my blog.

Window 12
‘A loan in Bolton’ Part 2: 
There is a article about this play and its screening at the 
Cineworld in Bolton http://www.boltonathome.org.uk/website/
News/Pages/ALoaninBoltonPremieresatCineworld.aspx

Window 13
Credit unions provide a safe and legal 
source of credit, visit www.abcul.org to 
find your nearest one.

Window 14
Stop Loan Sharks TV advert. Is 
situated on my blog.

Window 15
Last years events, initiatives and campaigns, all of which funded 
using proceeds of crime money taken from convicted loan sharks, 
reached more than 850,000 people.

Window 16
More than 1000 people have 
been referred by the Team to 
Credit Unions as a safe and legal 
alternative to loan sharks in the 
past year. visit www.abcul.org to 
find your nearest one.



Window 17
Illagel Money-Lender: A Reality 
Mike’s story. This clip is on my blog

Window 18
Many loan shark victims think they 
have broken the law by borrowing 
from a loan shark but only the loan 
shark commits a criminal offence

Window 19
Carol’s Story. It was a press 
statement about her suicide of 
her son written the night before 
the inquest. She says that she will 
fight against loan sharks until her 
last breath. 

Carol has a trust to help victims called The Brian Shields Trust. 
This statment is on my blog.

Window 20
The Mascot named Sid Raises 
Awareness at fun events across the 
Country and enjoys a bit if Zumba 
with the youth of today. The Clip is 
on my blog.

Window 21
Debts to a loan sharks can not 
legally be enforced, withournan 
order from the court- once 
they’ve been caught you are 
under no legal obligation to 
repay- we’ve wiped illegal 
debts to the tune of £40 
million already.

Window 22
Youngsters in Islington perform 
‘Just a few quid’ highlighting 
the dangers of loan sharks, 
made possible by Family Mosaic 
working in partnership with the 
England Illegal Money Lending 
Team.The clip is on my blog.



Window 23
Loan sharks are acting illegally. 
Don’t forget you can report 
them in confidence on 0300 
555 2222. Our lines are open 
24/7 even throughout the 
festive season, and we can put 
a stop to this crime.

Window 24
Children at Carmountside Primary School, in Stoke took to the 
stage for a very special take on the Dickens classic ‘A Christmas 
Carol’, which raises awareness of the dangers of borrowing 
from loan sharks. The England Illegal Money Lending Team, who 
specialise in investigating and prosecuting unlicensed lenders 
worked in partnership with housing provider Affinity Sutton and 
theatre company Altru Drama as well as other local agencies to 
put together the performance. Children at Brook Acre Primary 
School in Warrington put on a similar show. The clip is on my blog.

The Stop Loan Sharks Project keeps you updated with all 
the news around loan sharks and what they are doing and 
accomplishing in the fight against illegal money lending.

These are some of those updates

This is a car that is going arounf Islington, showing the faces of the known local 
loan sharks so the whole community is on the lookout and as a warning to prevent 
people getting a loan from a loan shark

The link is on my blog



MBE for anti-loan shark 
campaigner from Runcorn

A RUNCORN mum who launched a campaign against 
loan sharks following her son’s death was awarded an 
MBE in recognition of her services to personal finance 
and community support.

Carol Highton, of Halton Brook, said the title was a 
“great honour”.

The MBE was bestowed in the New Year honours in 
recognition of her work to raise awareness about the 
dangers of illegal money lending and to provide support 
for victims.

Her crusade began after her son Brian Shields, 22, 
was found hanged in December 2005. The promising 
footballer had spiralling debts to a notorious Halton loan 
shark.

A trust Carol formed in Brian’s name has now taken 
22,000 calls from people in debt to illegal lenders across 
England, and her campaign has taken its message to 
schools, media groups and housing groups the length and 
breadth of the country.

The announcement comes just months after she was 
picked to carry the Olympic Flame on a leg of its journey 
through the town.

A BBC dramatisation of the events surrounding her son’s 
death is also in the pipeline.
Carol said she is keen to emphasise the strides that have 
been made in making potential victims aware of the risks 
of loan sharks and what can be done to avoid falling into 
a trap of spiralling debt and repayments, which in past 
cases have been enforced through intimidation, violence 
and in one instance even rape.

She has also extended her campaigning to include 
boosting awareness of bullying, which she believes is a 
key part of the loan shark’s armoury and which played a 
part in Brian’s tragic death.

Carol has dedicated her MBE to her son.

She told the Weekly News: “It’s such a great honour. It’s 
unbelievable.

“I’m a very spiritual person and I believe Bri’s looking out for 

me and I’ve felt more and more like that over the years.

“For me the MBE is my’s Bri’s encouragement.”

“We have had some rough times, ups and downs, because of 
the tragedy, but this is a great ending to 2012. It’s been a good 
year.”

Speaking about campaigning in schools to raise 
awareness about loan shark bullying, she said: “Brian 
was someone who could look after himself, but life isn’t as 
straightforward as we would like it to be.”

“I just advise the kids on a few things – it doesn’t matter what 
your problem is you don’t have to just sit there and worry about 
it”.
“There’s always something you can do.”

“Mr Stanley (headteacher) at The Grange said the presentation 
was very balanced in that I can tell such a sad story about my 
son and tell them about the positive results we’ve seen.”

“We’ve had 22,000 calls from 198 different towns and cities. 
More people are coming forward and more are thinking 
enough’s enough.”

Thursday 3rd January 2013

http://www.runcornandwidnesweeklynews.co.uk/runcorn-widnes-news/runcorn-widnes-local-
news/2013/01/03/mbe-for-anti-loan-shark-campaigner-from-runcorn-55368-32532822/



I contacted the Illegal Money Lending Team via thier Facebook Campaign,

I replied to this message via the email address provided.

This is the email that I sent to Sarah-Jayne asking more 
about the victims of Loan Sharks and below is her reponse.



52%
Female victims

48%
Male victims

64%
Female witnesses

36%
Male witnesses

These figures set me on a path of looking on why men don’t ask for 
help, this is explored later.

The following bits of information are diretly from the IMLT.

Background info on IMLT
The England Illegal Money Lending Team is funded 
by the Department of Business Innovation and 
Skills, and works in partnership with local Trading 
Standards Authorities across the country. 

We will investigate and prosecute illegal 
lending and any related activity- in the past this 
has included threatening behaviour, violence, 
intimidation, drugs offences, kidnap and even rape.

We run a 24/7 hour confidential hotline for people 
to report illegal lending to trained investigators on 
0300 555 2222. People can also text ‘loan shark 
+ a message’ to 60003, email reportaloanshark@
stoploansharks.gov.uk or find us on facebook www.
facebook.com/stoploansharksproject

The England IMLT runs alongside IMLT’s in Scotland 
and Wales to form the Stop Loan Sharks Project. 
The projected piloted in 2004 with Teams covering 
Birmingham and Glasgow, by 2007 this had proved 
so successful, the project was extended to form 
regional teams. On the 1st April 2011 the National 
Team launched, building upon the successes of the 
regional teams.

The Team operate on a parachute in model 
from a centralised base in Birmingham, with up 
to 30 specialist investigators moving to the area 
once a suspected illegal lender is identified. A 
local presence is maintained with LIAISE officers, 
(Leads In Awareness, Intelligence, Support and 
Education) in every region. These officers work in 
communities supporting victims, raising awareness, 
organising community events and initiatives and 
working with various partnership agencies including 
housing associations, credit unions, the CAB, police 
and debt advice services to ensure front line staff 
know how to spot an illegal lender in order to 
help their clients. Most of the awareness raising is 
funded using proceeds of crime money taken from 
convicted loan sharks.

This is the advice we would give to people to help 
them avoid illegal lenders. As loan sharks operate 
illegally, their debts aren’t enforceable in law, 
therefore they can only resort to other methods 
to enforce repayment.

Latest Statistics
Before 31st December

The Teams have written off almost £40 million of 
illegal debts (money victims would have paid back to 

illegal lenders if the Department had not acted)

More than 218 prosecutions for illegal money lending 
have been secured, resulting in prison sentences 

totalling almost 140 years.

Helped over 19,000 victims of loan sharks including 
the most hard to reach individuals

An estimated 310,000 households are borrowing from 
illegal money lenders

The highest interest charged by a loan shark was 
calculated at 131,000%APR. 



Recent
Sentencings

(Before 31.12.2012)

Loan shark who used
 “ugly threats of violence”
sentenced following trial.

A loan shark who threatened his victims, has today been 
sentenced to four and a half years in prison. This is after 
he was convicted of operating an illegal money lending 
business and a number of other related offences, following 
an 8 day trial at Stoke Crown Court.

Giovanni Caruso, 41 from Stoke-on-Trent was 
prosecuted by the England Illegal Money Lending 
Team, working in partnership with Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council. He was found guilty of running the unlicensed 
business, money laundering, three counts of blackmail 
and two counts of perverting the court of justice.

On behalf of the prosecution, Ben Mills told the court 
how unemployed Caruso loaned money at a rate of £50 
interest for every £100 borrowed to begin with, but 
increased the interest amount once people had taken out 
their loan. He gave no paperwork and was unclear with 
borrowers as to the terms of the loan, and how long they 
will be paying. He told one victim to just to keep paying 
and he’d tell him when to stop.

Caruso’s own records, kept on his mobile phone, revealed 
he was lending money illegally to 88 people and
receiving payments of around £3,000 each week, over
an 18 month period. His illegal business was valued in 
excess of £360,000.

Most of Caruso’s victims were friends with him initially, 
but grew frightened of him as he made threats to them 
and their family members. 

Caruso, a cage fighter, told victims he would “rearrange 
their face”, “break their legs” and “chuck acid into their 
face so no-one would recognise them again”. Victims 
spoke of how they felt he was capable of carrying out
the acts.  

On a number of occasions Caruso told a female victim 
she should work as an escort to pay of the debts, telling 
her he could drive her a long way from Stoke to do so. 

In November 2010 officers from the Illegal money 
lending team accompanied Staffordshire Police on a 
warrant at his home in Foley Street, Fenton. After Caruso 
was arrested and released on bail, the court heard how 
he visited one of his victims.

He was said to be angry as he took the SIM card 
from her mobile phone, and told her not to speak to 
investigators. 

Upon sentencing Judge Trevor said Caruso “Made money 
lending to vulnerable people on low incomes, aided by the 
absence of any records and charging very high levels of 
interest. He used ugly threats of violence and whilst they 
were never executed, his reputation and involvement with 
boxing and cage fighting meant the threats were taken 
very seriously. Caruso was no stranger to the courts and 
had a record of violence and dishonesty” 

Tony Quigley Head of the England Illegal Money 
Lending Team said “We welcome this sentence as it’s 
send a clear message that loan sharking is a horrific crime 
which will not be tolerated. Criminals like Caruso have a 
hugely detrimental impact on the lives of borrowers and 
their families, causing people to live each day in misery 
and fear. They are not offering a community service.
We would urge anyone who has fallen prey to a loan 
shark, or knows of someone who has to contact us in 
confidence on 0300 555 2222, as we can help.” 

Councillor Sarah Hill, cabinet member for finance at 
Stoke on Trent City Council, said: “Loan sharks can 
cause a great deal of misery to those whom they are 
pressuring for money, so to get a positive result like this is 
great news for the city. We work closely with our partners 
to ensure that our residents are protected from illegal 
activities and convictions of this nature are the fruits of 
the many hours of hard work.”

The England Illegal Money Lending Team forms part 
of the Stop Loan Sharks Project which has so far secured 
over 200 prosecutions for illegal money lending and 
related offences, leading to prison sentences in excess of 
130 years. They have written off illegal debt to the value 
of £40 million and helped over 18,000 victims.

Anyone who has borrowed from a loan shark is urged to 
contact the team in confidence.

Thursday 19th April 2012



Father and Son who ran illegal money 
lending and bookmaking business 
sentenced to XXX.

A father and son from Preston, Lancashire who ran 
illegal money lending and gambling businesses were 
today sentenced to XXX at a hearing at Preston Crown 
Court.

In the first case of its kind, James Alston Senior aged 74 
and former professional boxer James Alston Junior aged 
45, were convicted of charges of illegal money lending, 
money laundering and possessing criminal property 
from the proceeds of acting as an unlicensed bookmaker, 
following a 13 day trial. 

They were investigated and prosecuted by the England 
Illegal Money Lending Team working in partnership 
with the Gambling Commission and Lancashire Trading 
Standards. Neither had a licence to lend money from the 
Office of Fair Trading or a Gambling Licence. 

On behalf of the prosecution XXX told the court how 
Alston Senior operated as a loan shark for more than six 
years, and Junior for almost two years. 

Whilst the true scale of their illegal business is unknown, 
£19,000 in cash was seized from the pair. Seniors 
notebook records, uncovered during the execution of a 
warrant in June 2010 at his home in Miller Gardens, 
Riverside showed a list of 32 names of people he had 
lent money to during a seven month period, the records 
show that during that period he had collected in excess of 
£28,000.

His son was found with records at his home in Westleigh 
Road listing between 24 and 30 names. The assumed 
return for Junior, who was claiming benefits, was in 
excess of £1800 per month.

Many of the Alston’s borrowers were friends with them 
before taking out a loan for everyday essentials, but were 
soon hit with steep interest payments.  One victim, who 
borrowed £1000, was told he was to pay back £1500 in 
three monthly instalments. 

Borrowers were never given paperwork so kept completely 
in the dark as to how much they were actually repaying.

The living room of Alston Senior’s two bedroom 
apartment, which he bought with cash, contained three 
TV screens tuned to various racing channels and a fruit 

machine for gamblers to use. A keyboard and monitor 
bet settler was also found during the search, an item 
commonplace in licensed bookmaking premises, used for 
settling complex betting transactions.

Further evidence included a book containing betting 
transactions, with bets placed with senior amounting 
to more than £22,000 in a four month period. Juniors 
records show more than £800 worth of bets were placed 
with him over five months.

County Councillor Albert Atkinson, deputy leader 
of Lancashire County Council with responsibility for 
the Trading Standards Service, said: “Our officers will 
continue to work closely with all partners to investigate 
this kind of activity and protect our communities from 
the misery it causes.

“I would strongly urge anyone thinking of borrowing 
money not to be tempted to swim with the loan sharks. 
There are various sources of alternative credit out there 
including local credit unions.

“Anyone who is being threatened by an illegal money 
lender can get help. The law is on your side, but we need 
the information to catch the criminals.”

Tony Quigley Head of the England Illegal Money 
Lending Team said “This is one of many successful 
convictions sending a clear message that loan sharking 
and other related criminal activity will not be tolerated. 
Working in partnership with the Gambling Commission 
and Lancashire Trading Standards, we have stopped this 
illegal business from operating and prevented more people 
from falling into this trap. Loan sharks cause nothing 
but misery and fear often resorting to violence or threats 
to force people to pay back far more than they borrowed, 
and can afford. We will continue to crack down on this 
crime, and would urge anyone who has been the victim of 
a loan shark to call us in confidence on 0300 555 2222.”

The Gambling Commission’s Regional Compliance 
Manager Alan Green said: 
 “Working in partnership with other law enforcement 
agencies is central to the Gambling Commission’s 
approach to keeping gambling fair and safe.”

“The proceeds from unlicensed bookmaking were taken 

Monday 30th July 2012

from very vulnerable people who were often drawn into 
betting with the Alston’s in order to clear or reduce debts 
that had been built-up through illegal money lending.”      

Nationally the illegal money lending teams have secured 
over 210 prosecutions for illegal money lending and 
related activity, leading to 130 years worth of custodial 
sentences. They have written off almost £40 million 
worth of illegal debt and helped over 18,000 victims.



Birkenhead loan 
shark imprisoned

A Birkenhead loan shark has been sentenced to sixteen 
months in prison at Liverpool Crown Court today.

Gerald Daord, 52 was convicted following a six day trial, 
of four counts of illegal money lending and one count of 
money laundering. 

Daord was investigated and prosecuted by The England 
Illegal Money Lending Team working in partnership 
with Merseyside Police and Wirral Council. In August 
2011 they executed a warrant at his home in Hampton 
Close seizing documentary records of the illegal business 
and £1480 in cash. He was subsequently charged with the 
offences.
 
Whilst it was impossible to determine the full scale of 
the business as records were scarce, three notebooks 
were seized with records of 46 individuals and amounts, 
spanning almost four years. These showed his business to 
be valued in excess of £82,000.

One example given was for a £350 loan with a return of 
£500, this was calculated to be equivalent to 2752% APR. 
When questioned about this Daord told investigators he 
didn’t see this as interest, it was just like “A good drink off 
them.”

On behalf of the prosecution Joe Millington told the 
court how Daord had previously been the director of a 
licensed pawnbrokers company, but the company was 
dissolved after failing to give records of its accounts.

In interview Daord admitted the records found belonged 
to him and that he did lend to friends, referring to interest 
on the loans as ‘Gentleman’s agreements”. No paperwork 
was ever provided to borrowers.

Tony Quigley Head of the England Illegal Money 
Lending Team said “Loan sharks may act like a friend 
and appear to be doing you a favour but they are only 
motivated by their own greed. Loans sharks like Daord 
profit illegally at the expense of others. This result sends 
a clear message that we are cracking down on this 
crime, and that loan sharks will not be tolerated in our 
communities. We would urge people to avoid illegal 
money lenders at all costs, and if you or anyone you 
know has fallen into a loan sharks trap please call us in 
confidence on 0300 555 2222 as we can help.”

Cllr Brian Kenny, Wirral Council Cabinet member for 
Environment, said: 
 
“Especially at times like these, with money and credit 
increasingly difficult to come by, people might be tempted 
by the offer of help from someone who seems genuine 
enough. I’d urge these people to think long and hard 
before they accept this kind of loan.
 
“Our commitment to bringing loan sharks to justice is 
exemplified by our partnership with the England Illegal 
Money Lending Team which has led to this conviction 
but in an ideal world people like Daord would have no 
demand for their services.
 
“There is a lot of free help and advice out there for people 
who are struggling to manage debt – one call or visit to 
a Council One Stop Shop or Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
would be a good start and there are also some national 
helplines which can advise on the best way to address 
their money worries.”

Nationally the Stop Loan Shark Project has secured over 
212 prosecutions for illegal money lending and related 
activity, leading to 132 years worth of custodial sentences. 
They have written off almost £40 million worth of illegal 
debt and helped over 18,000 victims.

Tuesday 28th August 2012

Norfolk loan shark family 
sentenced to custody.

Two women who ran an illegal money lending business, 
were sentenced at Norfolk Crown Court yesterday. 

Marie Bailey, 43, and Michelle Bailey, 45, both from 
West Lynn were investigated and prosecuted by the 
England Illegal Money Lending Team, working in 
partnership with Norfolk County Council. Marie was 
sentenced to an immediate term of imprisonment of 
eight months whilst her sister in law was sentenced to five 
months suspended for two years.

Furthermore following a financial investigation by the 
England Illegal Money Lending Team, Marie was 
ordered to pay back £75,000 or face a further sentencing 
of two years.

Earlier this year just before they were due to stand trial, 
the two women pleaded guilty to running the unlicensed 
business between July 2008 and November 2009, the 
point when they were arrested. 

The total criminal benefit of their illegal business was 
valued at £109,496. 

The pair were arrested when warrants were executed by 
the England Illegal Money Lending Team accompanied 
by officers from Norfolk Constabulary, at Marie’s home 
on Foxes Lane and Michelle’s home on Thurlin Road.

During the search numerous documents believed to be 
records of the illegal business were uncovered, including 
at Marie’s home a book detailing approximately 67 loan 
transactions and at Michelle’s a book with approximately 
30 records. At Marie’s home almost £45,000 in cash was 
seized from various locations along with jewellery valued 
in excess of £38,000.

On behalf of the prosecution Simon Mortimer told 
the court how the illegal business was inherited from 
Michelle’s late father. The records showed interest varying 
between 50% and 100%, meaning some borrowers were 
paying back double what they had borrowed. Extra 
charges for late payment meant a figure equivalent to the 
weekly repayment was added to the balance- although the 
records show these weren’t routinely imposed.

The judge acknowledged that the true scale of the 
illegal business was unknown, as there is a possibility 

that previous records could have destroyed- some of the 
figures in the documents seized suggest previous loans 
had been carried over. However according to the records 
the supposed figure due in repayments at the end of 
December 2009 was almost £137,000.

The financial investigation revealed Marie’s assets 
including the cash uncovered, money in bank accounts, 
jewellery, and a share of two properties. 

Upon sentencing Judge Holt said it was “Well known 
that people, sometimes known as loan sharks, cause 
psychological and even physical pressure. In this case 
there was no evidence of coercion, threats or violence 
however the overall amounts involved show that it was 
very substantial business”

He added “This sort of crime can result in real hardship, 
preying on the vulnerable in society.”

Nigel Dixon, Cabinet Member for Community 
Protection at Norfolk County Council, said:

“In the current economic climate more people are turning 
to illegal money lenders in a bid to ease their problems, 
but it only makes things worse

“Victims are not only charged extortionate rates of 
interest but often face violence, intimidation or blackmail 
if they fall behind with their payments.

“Our aim is to protect people and communities whose 
lives are turned upside down by these criminals, so I am 
delighted, that together with the Illegal Money Lending 
Team, we have helped to rid another Norfolk community 
of these unscrupulous predators.”

David Collinson, Assistant Director for Public Protection 
at Norfolk County Council, said: “Norfolk County 
Council Trading Standards continues to work with the 
specialist Illegal Money Lending Team, to put a stop to 
those individuals who prey on the most vulnerable people 
in our communities by intimidating and controlling them 
and profiting at their expense.

“Yesterday’s sentence sends the message loud and clear to 
any loan shark in Norfolk that we will take whatever steps 
necessary to ensure they are not operating in our county.”

Friday 19th October 2012



Havering loan shark sentenced 
to three years in prison.

A 41 year old man who operated as a loan shark in 
Havering has been sentenced to three years in prison for 
blackmail, and a concurrent 15 month custodial sentence 
for illegal money lending. 

Stephen Basstoe of Eastern Road, Romford was convicted 
following a six day trial at Basildon Crown Court. 

The investigation and prosecution was led by the England 
Illegal Money Lending Team working in partnership 
with Havering Council Trading Standards and the 
Metropolitan Police.

Basstoe ran the illegal business between January 2008 
and the point of his arrest in February 2011, threatening 
borrowers and forcing them to pay back far and above 
what they borrowed and can afford. No paperwork was 
ever given in respect of the illegal loans.

A typical interest payment would be £150 per month, 
per £1000 borrowed until the whole amount borrowed 
could be repaid in one lump sum. If borrowers fell behind 
on payments, late charges were added at £100 each day, 
meaning they fell deeper into a spiral of debt. Sometimes 
this was increased to £500 per day.

The first payment was often taken immediately, so those 
who borrowed £5000, would actually only receive £4250 
but still be expected to pay back the whole £5000. 

One victim had his car taken from him ‘as security’ on 
the loan, which was then sold on as a loan to a further 
victim. He asked for the vehicle to be returned as he 
needed it for work but this was refused.  The victim 
eventually fled London, after Basstoe threatened his 
elderly grandmother, leaving the car behind with Basstoe. 
He subsequently received several parking and other 
tickets.

Another victim had been forced to take out further loans 
with Basstoe, and was soon made to believe he owed 
in excess of £20,000. Basstoe made veiled threats, that 
the loans had been given by a third party and that there 
would be severe repercussions for defaulting. 

This individual initially took out a £2000 loan as he was 
struggling financially in the run up to Christmas 2008.  
When he struggled to pay the monthly interest payments, 

which went no way to clearing his loan, he was hit with 
the £500 daily late payment charges.

On behalf of the prosecution Stephen Linnehan QC told 
the court how Basstoe kept records of his illegal business 
on a held computer which was uncovered by officers from 
the Metropolitan Police during the search, and passed 
on to the England Illegal Money Lending Team. The 
records appeared to be incomplete so it was impossible to 
ascertain the true scale of the illegal business.

A financial investigation under proceeds of crime 
legislation is ongoing. 

Upon sentencing Basstoe, His Honour Judge Owen-
Jones said “It was clear to him that once the people had 
borrowed the money they would be under your control 
and power. Your demands increased simply to supply 
your greed for more and more money. Your behaviour 
was totally reprehensible, and loan sharks that resort to 
blackmail must be deterred. This matter is so serious that 
it must result in an immediate custodial sentence.”

Havering Cllr Geoff Starns, Cabinet Member for 
Community Safety, said: “This is an awful case. This 
defendant exploited vulnerable residents and Havering is 
better off now he has been convicted.

“I want to make very clear to our residents that, no matter 
how desperate some of them might feel about paying for 
things, especially in the run-up to Christmas, they must 
never borrow money from a loan shark.

“There are alternatives available, like using a credit 
union. Loan sharks are just criminals who should always 
be avoided. They will always be more costly than the 
alternative, and that’s without taking into account the fear 
and intimidation they put the victims through.”

Tony Quigley Head of the England Illegal Money 
Lending Team, said: “Loan sharks are a scourge on our 
communities, causing nothing but misery and fear. Many 
of these criminals including Basstoe will resort to the 
most horrific intimidatory tactics to force borrowers into 
handing over everything they have. These lenders are 
motivated purely by their own greed. As we continue to 
investigate and prosecute offenders, we are sending a clear 
message that this crime will not be tolerated. We would 

Monday 29th October 2012

Tony Quigley Head of the England Illegal Money 
Lending Team, said “ Loan sharks are motivated by 
greed, and will trap borrowers into spiralling debt 
often leaving people with little or nothing to get by on. 
Yesterday’s sentencing sends a clear message that this is 
a crime that will not be tolerated and we will do all we 
can to tackle loan sharks. We would urge anyone who is 
the victim of a loan shark or knows of someone who is to 
contact us in the strictest confidence on 0300 555 2222, 
as we can help.”

Nationally the Illegal Money Lending Teams have 
secured over 212 prosecutions for illegal money lending 
and related activity, leading to 134 years worth of 
custodial sentences. They have written of £40 million 
worth of illegal debt and helped over 19,000 victims.



urge anyone who is involved with a loan shark to call us in 
confidence on 0300 555 2222. Lines are open 24/7”

Nationally the Stop Loan Shark Project has secured over 
215 prosecutions for illegal money lending and related 
activity, leading to 135 years worth of custodial sentences. 
They have written off almost £40 million worth of illegal 
debt and helped over 19,000 victims.

Victim 
Testimonies

(Before 31.12.2012)



Mike’s Story

Aged 17, Mike* was keen to buy his first car. When 
Peter* offered to lend him £250, Mike agreed and 
began paying back in instalments until the loan 
was repaid. It was only then that Peter mentioned 
additional interest, Mike wasn’t expecting this and 
found it difficult to repay, so Peter offered him a further 
loan to pay off the first.

This became a cycle and continued over the next two 
decades, which Mike described as “Sheer hell”. He was
trapped in a never ending spiral of debt, and struggled 
to get by, despite working two jobs. He would make 
largerepayments but his outstanding balance would 
never drop below £9000.

Over the years Mike paid a staggering £90,000 to the 
loan shark, all from an initial loan of £250.

This had a hugely detrimental impact on Mike and 
his family. The loan shark attacked Mike in front of 
his children, he lost his home as he couldn’t pay the 
mortgage and three jobs due to depression. Aged 33, he 
suffereda stress-related heart attack.

On more than one occasion, Mike attempted suicide.

“You wouldn’t wish it on anybody” He said “It affected my 
relationship with my wife. If I wasn’t at work I was home 
arguing, and it affected the kids. They had nothing. Every 
Friday and Saturday he was sat outside my work- if I 
finished late he would text saying ‘its payday where are you’ 
It was a living nightmare”

The turning point was when Mike spotted an article 
in his localpaper about a loan shark who had been 
prosecuted by the Team.

Peter was now threatening to harm Mike’s wife and 
realising he couldn’t take any more Mike called the 
confidential hotline.

From that point forwards he was supported and Peter 
was prosecuted and imprisoned.

“I wish I’d known there was somewhere to go years ago” 
Mike said “The Team were fantastic, they offered so much 
support, and every promise they made they delivered. It was 
such a relief when I found out Peter was arrested and then 

put in prison. I nearly broke down when the Team rang to 
say”

Mike is now looking to the future, and has a message 
to anyone in the grips of a loan shark.

“I would tell anyone who is borrowing from a loan shark 
to be confident to stand up and speak out- the Team will 
support you the whole way. Even a year later the Team are 
always there for me, regularly in touch and always on the 
end of the phone. 

Life is absolutely fantastic now- we don’t have to worry 
about money anymore and I’m happier than I’ve ever been. 
Were going on holiday as a family for the first time in 17 
years- I can’t imagine ever being able to do this before. 
Contacting the Team is the best thing I could ever have 
done. I’m living the life I should be living”

 *Names have been changed.

Jayne’s Story

Single mum of two Jayne, worked in the local pub but 
pulling pints never earned her quite enough to pay the 
bills.

After confiding in one of the regulars about her 
troubles she was given a number for someone who 
could help her out. Dave offered her a £500 loan. He 
would come to her home and collect £25 a week as 
repayment. Jayne signed a piece of pink paper to agree 
to this, convinced that he must be legitimate because he 
had paperwork.

However Jayne then moved home and was not able to 
work. Her priority was to feed the kids, so she asked 
Dave if she could have a break in the payments.

He said no but offered her another loan for £1500, 
landing her in more financial hot water.

Dave had a proposition for her, he had some work 
she could do, not bar work, but working topless in a 
massage parlour and offering ‘extras.’ She was not
willing to get involved, but as her situation grew worse 
through desperation and fear of what Dave may do to 
her, she gave him a call.

This is when he came to her home and raped her. After 
this she still continued to pay what she could. She fell 
into deep depression and was admitted to hospital.

Jayne said “I deeply regret ever taking a loan out with 
this man. The last few months have been a nightmare. I
have never felt in such a helpless situation”.

However her story does have a positive ending, a leaflet 
was posted through her door and she contacted the 
team. From that moment on she supported 100%. Now 
the man who lent her money is behind bars and Jayne 
is going from strength to strength.

“The Stop Loan Sharks team have supported me through an 
emotional time. I was enrolled in counselling to help with 
my confidence and self esteem and now have savings for the 
first time in my life through the local credit union. I have 
received budgeting and debt counselling advice from the 
citizens advice bureau and am now in full
time employment, doing a level 2 NVQ and off benefits. 

I now no longer just exist but live my life and look forward 
to the future. I am happier than I’ve ever been”

Under no circumstances should you ever go to an 
unlicensed lender, they can destroy your life and leave
you living in misery. As Jayne’s story shows loan sharks 
often start out being friendly, but can quickly change.

Remember.
· Loan Sharking is illegal and will not be tolerated.
· Unlicensed loans are not enforceable in law.
· Loan Sharks prey on the vulnerable trapping them in 
a spiral of debt.
· They rarely offer paperwork and can add random 
amounts to the debt
· They could take items as security such as passports 
and bank cards- this too is illegal.



Anne’s Story

Loan sharks will trap people in a spiral of debt, and 
resort to the most extreme bully tactics to enforce 
repayment. Anne* from Manchester learnt this the 
hard way, when she fell into an illegal money lenders 
trap:

It was coming up to Christmas, and Anne was 
worrying about affording presents for her two young 
children. Spotting an advert in her local paper for 
unsecured loans, she decided to call the number.

A man answered, and told her he would be able 
to lend her £150, but it would need to be secured 
on something. He came to her home and took her 
passport, explaining that this would be returned once 
she had repaid in full. He explained
that she would need to repay £15 each week plus an 
extra £10 a week in interest. She knew this was steep 
but she was desperate and  believed she would be able 
to pay back within a few months with her wages from 
working in a shop.

In the January, Anne fell ill and was unable to work. As 
a result of this she defaulted on a couple of payments. 
She was resting at home with her six year old daughter, 
when the loan shark barged in with two other men, 
demanding to know why she hadn’t paid. They pulled 
electrical items out of her living room, claiming the 
loan was secured against these. 

Anne was terrified. “There was nowhere to go” she said “I 
wasn’t even safe in my own house. I was screaming, crying, 
pleading with him not take my stuff. To think, that my 
little girl had to see that.”

A few days later she received a note from the loan 
shark through her door, to tell her that an extra £100 
had been added to the debt for the ‘bailiff ’ visit. From 
that point onwards, she paid the loan shark religiously 
retaining the post office slips as proof of payment. 
However the loan shark still appeared at her door, 
alleging she’d missed payments. He would turn up late 
at night and on once occasion Anne had to hide, as 
he tried to climb in through her kitchen window. For 
every visit he would add an extra charge of £80 to £100.

This continued for 5 years, with Anne paying back 
around £5000 on the loan of £150.

The England Illegal Money Lending Team caught 
the loan shark, and discovered Anne was not alone 
in herexperience. The loan shark had around 900 
‘customers’ who he was harassing for payments, he 
believed to bedue. He was given a lengthy custodial 
sentence and stripped of £270,000, money he had made 
illegally.

Anne said “It was such a weight of my shoulders. It had 
got to the point where my nerves were shot and I was too 
frightened to answer the door. I’d realised he was never ever 
going to go away. If he hadn’t been arrested I’d probably 
still be paying him now”

Remember illegal debts are not enforceable in law. If 
you have borrowed from an illegal lender, you have
not committed a crime - they have. Most loan sharks 
will appear friendly at first, but their behaviour can
quickly change.

The Taxi 
Campaign

www.salixhomes.org/
taxi-campaign-in-

drive-to-help-stop-loan-
sharks.htm



In February 2012 Salix Homes helped launch a 
campaign in which three taxis are funded to raise 
awareness about loan sharks. The taxis have details 
of how to report a loan shark emblazoned across 
their sides. They will be zipping around Salford 
and the wider Manchester area.

Fiona Keeble, our Welfare Benefits and Debt 
Adviser, is working closely with the Stop Loan 
Sharks Campaign and is urging customers who 
know of any loan sharks operating in their area 
to call the dedicated number 0300 555 2222, in 
complete confidence. 

Along with us, Salford City Council, Greater 
Manchester Police, Government’s Illegal Money 
Lending Team, and a number of social landlords, 
local agencies and charities, have joined forces 
to crack down on loan sharks across Greater 
Manchester. 
 
Loan Sharks directly affect our communities and 
neighbourhoods. We want to make our customers 
aware that there is a safe alternative, such as River 
Valley Credit Union and Greater Manchester 
Moneyline.

Why don’t 
men ask 
for help?

All of the information 
I could find say the 

same things.



From IMLT

Why men reach crisis point before contacting us:

– Pride
– Fear of reprisal

– Impact to reputation and being seen as ‘grass’
– Risk to family/loved ones

What we’ve learnt so far – about men

– Men generally don’t access any statutory services 
readily – i.e. the IMLT doesn’t have a unique problem.

– Men don’t respond well to the term ‘victim’
– ‘Normalising’ a problem means men don’t feel 

isolated – don’t forget the damage to pride.

From physiologists

When growing up men conform to the ideas that if you 
ask for help  and dont acheive on their own, then they 

are ‘weak’ .

Men won’t deal with or even accept most problems in 
life, especially drinking or abusive behavior, because 
they’re afraid to admit that they are not in charge of 

their own life.

In every corner of the globe, more men commit suicide 
than women. Research shows that men benefit from 

talk therapy just as much, if not more, than women. Yet 
most men still won’t go.

In 1998, the study shows, 56.2 percent of men who 
chose treatment for depression did so by sitting down 
and discussing their issues with a therapist. By 2007, 
that figure went down to 42.5. Meanwhile, those who 
popped prescription pills in an attempt to tackle their 

emotional issues increased from 68.8 percent in 1998 to 
73.3 percent in 2007.

http://www.psmag.com/health/why-wont-men-get-help-42910/
http://www.lib.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=388a88cf -e32e-449c-a97f-544cfd63e593

Colours

The difference between 
Pantone and CMYK

www.about.com



Pantone

The Pantone Matching System (PMS) is an industry 
standard book of colour swatches with reference 

numbers that you can give to the printer, who will 
then use ready-made inks that match these numbers to 

complete the job.

Swatch Books

The PMS swatch books come in many versions, 
made for different papers such as coated and 

matte. For this reason, it is important to talk to 
your printer first about what paper will be used, 

so you can refer to the proper book. The books are 
available for purchase directly from Pantone as well 
as on Amazon, other web sites, and in art stores. As 
the swatch book sets are expensive (especially the 
full reference library), you may want to start with 
the “Formula Guide” set, consisting of the coated, 

uncoated and matte swatch books, which are 
sufficient for most standard jobs. It is important to 
remember that books can “expire,” meaning they 
are no longer applicable to the current ink sets.

Designing 

Photoshop and Illustrator have colour books, in 
that selection there are Pantone Solid Coated and 
Pantone Solid Uncoated, the colour book you use 
depends on the type of paper that the project will 

be printed on. You can see their reference numbers 
so you can get the exact colour that is needed.

Printer

The reference numbers coordinate with ink 
cartridges so the printer uses the right ink so your 

project will be in the colours specified.

CMYK

The CMYK color model is used in the printing process. 
When two RGB colors are mixed equally they produce 
the colors of the CMYK model, known as subtractive 
primaries. Green and blue creates cyan (C), red and 
blue creates magenta (M), and red and green creates 
yellow (Y). Black is added to the model because it 

cannot be created with the 3 subtractive primaries. The 
K, or “key,” stands for black.

CMYK in the Printing Process

The four-color printing process uses four printing 
plates; one for cyan, one for magenta, one for yellow 
and one for black. When the colors are combined on 

paper (they are actually printed as small dots), the 
human eye sees the final image.

CMYK in Graphic Design

Graphic designers have to deal with the issue of seeing 
their work on screen in RGB, although their final 

printed piece will be in CMYK. Digital files should 
be converted to CMYK before sending to printers, 

unless otherwise specified. Because of this issue, it is 
important to use “swatches” when designing if exact 

color matching is important. Swatches provide a 
designer and client with a printed example of what 
a color will look like on paper. A selected swatch 

color can then be chosen in Photoshop (or a similar 
program) to insure the desired results. Even though the 

on-screen color won’t exactly match the swatch, you 
know what your final color will look like. You can also 

get a “proof ” from a printer, which is an example of 
your printed piece provided before the entire job is run. Printing 

Processes

There are many printing 
processes, these are just 

a selction

www.about.com



Offset Lithography

Definition 

Offset lithography is a process used for printing 
on a flat surface, using printing plates. An image is 
transferred to a printing plate, which can be made of a 
variety of materials such as metal or paper. The plate is 
then chemically treated so that only image areas (such 
as type, colors, shapes and other elements) will accept 
ink. Water and ink is applied to the plate. Because of 
the chemical treatment, ink only “sticks” to the image 
areas, which reject the water. Areas without images 
reject the ink. The plate is then rolled onto a rubber 
cylinder applying the inked area, and in turn the rubber 
cylinder (or “blanket”) applies the image to the paper. 
The system is “offset” because the plate does not come 
in direct contact with the paper, which preserves the 
quality of the plate.

Doing Offset printing

How Offset Differs From Desktop Printing - The 
three primary differences in offset printing and desktop 
printing (such as inkjet and laser) are the colors of ink 
and the way the ink is placed on the paper as well as 
the type of machinery used to accomplish the task.

Preparing Files for Offset Printing - When you send 
a digital file out for film or printing more goes along 

than just your PageMaker or QuarkXPress document. 
You may need to send fonts and graphics too.

Book Paper - Offset papers are especially suitable for 
offset printing due to increased resistance to water and 
picking. Most book paper can be used on offset presses. 

Printing the Color White - Most inks used in offset 
printing are translucent therefore a translucent white 
ink would not cover a dark color. Explore what your ink 
and printing options are for printing in white.

Also Known As 
lithographic 
offset
planographic 
offset printing 
offset litho

Offset lithography is the most commonly used 
commercial printing process for the bulk of desktop 
publishing on paper. Offset lithography is used on both 
sheet-fed and web offset presses.

Flexography

Definition

Frequently used for printing on plastic, foil, acetate 
film, brown paper, and other materials used in 
packaging, flexography uses flexible printing plates 
made of rubber or plastic. The inked plates with a 
slightly raised image are rotated on a cylinder which 
transfers the image to the substrate. Flexography uses 
fast-drying inks, is a high-speed print process, can 
print on many types of absorbent and non-absorbent 
materials, and can print continuous patterns (such as 
for giftwrap and wallpaper).

What it is used for

Typical applications for flexography are paper and 
plastic bags, milk cartons, disposable cups, and candy 
bar wrappers. Flexographic printing may also be used 
for envelopes, labels, and newspapers.

Designing for Flexography

The Flexographic Technical Association (FTA) has a 
FIRST 4.0 Design Guide that designers should read. 
The Design Guide covers types of proofs, template 
and die cut specifications, issues with knockouts, drop 
shadows, fonts, tints, ink colors, image resolution and 
image formats, and much more about your design and 

file preparation that can affect the quality of printing 
you’ll get from flexography. 
For example, the Guide offers a chart for minimum 
font sizes for both positive and reversed type in serif or 
sans serif based on the type of Web press and whether 
you are printing to corrugated coated paper, uncoated 
newsprint, polyester film or other substrates. For most 
purposes the minimum range is 4 pt to 10 pt. It goes 
on to explain how sans serif type can usually be printed 
smaller than serif and ways that reversed type can get 
messed up with flexographic printing. There are similar 
charts and concrete suggestions throughout. 

Also known as 

flexographic printing 
flexo



Gravure Printing 

Definition 

With gravure printing an image is etched on the 
surface of a metal plate or cylinder so that the image 
you want to print is in the recesses or depressions not 
the raised part of the plate (unlike relief printing where 
the image is raised). The recesses are filled with ink 
and the raised (non-printing) portions of the plate or 
cylinder are wiped or scraped free of ink leaving the 
ink only in the recesses. The paper or other material 
is pressed against the inked plate or cylinder and the 
image is transferred to the paper. 
Like engraving, gravure is a form of intaglio printing. 
It can produce fine, detailed images and can be used for 
short or long run printing. It can be used for CMYK 
printing with each color of ink applied with its own 
plate or cylinder with drying steps in between. 

What it is used for

Typical gravure printed products include:
Food packaging
Wall paper
Wrapping paper
Furniture laminates
Paneling 
Greeting cards
Magazines

Digital Printing 

Definition 

Digital printing refers to methods of printing from a 
digital based image directly to a variety of media. It 
usually refers to professional printing where small run 
jobs from desktop publishing and other digital sources 
are printed using large format and/or high volume laser 
or inkjet printers. Digital printing has a higher cost 
per page than more traditional offset printing methods 
but this price is usually offset by the cost saving in 
avoiding all the technical steps in between needed to 
make printing plates. It also allows for on demand 
printing, short turn around, and even a modification 
of the image (variable data) with each impression. The 
savings in labor and ever increasing capability of digital 
presses means digital printing is reaching a point where 
it could match or supersede offset printing technology’s 
ability to produce larger print runs of several thousand 
sheets at a low price

The Process

The main differences between digital printing and 
traditional methods such as lithography, flexography, 
gravure, or letterpress are that no need to replace 
printing plates in digital whereas in analog printing 
plates are continuously replaced, resulting in a quicker 
and less expensive turn around time, and typically a loss 

of some fine-image detail by most commercial digital 
printing processes. The most popular methods include 
inkjet or laser printers that deposit pigment or toner 
onto a wide variety of substrates including paper, photo 
paper, canvas, glass, metal, marble and other substances.
In many of the processes the ink or toner does not 
permeate the substrate, as does conventional ink, 
but forms a thin layer on the surface that may be 
additionally adhered to the substrate by using a fuser 
fluid with heat process (toner) or UV curing process 
(ink).



Graphic 
Design 

Agencies

Over the course of this 
module Carol wants us 

to look at the top graphic 
design agencies. These 

are the ones sold me as a 
prospective client.

‘Aricot Vert

Their site is not working at the moment but the small 
sample of work that is available, tells their potential 
clients that their style in designing is corportae; it 
is clean, concise, gridded and inviting to customers.  
‘Aricot Vert’s client list include Alpa Airports Group, 
Bank of America and Center Parks, these are all big 
names each of the outcomes are equally as big, they will 
get people’s attention.

Blast

Blast agian had a corporate feel to thier work, but their 
usage illustratations, typograpghy and photography is 
clever. Their work is inviting and catches the eye, this is 
mainly accomplised by the logos that they design, Like 
the BBC Studios & Post Production, Keaykolour and 
University of East Anglia just to name a few.

Carter Wong Design

Carter Wong Design’s are very different from each 
other as well as diverse. They all have a clean, gridded 
feel to it with illustrations and heavy patterns in the 
artwork. This is shown in their work for Aduna and 
Gunpowder Consulting They also do web diesign as 
well for James Hambro & Partners.



Design Bridge

Design Bridge creates brands for companies or 
expands on the one that they already have. They are 
all memorable and have differenr ways going about 
it. Their client list goes from AkzoNobel (Dulux) to 
KFC to VR Trains Finland. Each have very different 
outcome uses several techniques

Four IV

As with most of these agencies this one has 
international clients. They have deigned items in print, 
digital, pakeging interior design, the list goes on. This 
so far is the most innovative group (from the info on 
the site) and inspire new designers on all the different 
platforms their are for a designer to specilise in.

Dew Gibbon

This design agency spacailises in the branding and 
packeging of beauty and healthcare products products. 
Their client list inclued Aussie, Boots, D&G, P&G and 
Aquafresh. All of their outcomes are fresh, innovative, 
well designed and keeps the trend up to date.

GBH

Eventhough their site doesn’t have their work in detail 
on it, it does give enough of an idea on what they can 
accomplish. The site holds a wide range of graphic art 
and innotive ideas and projects. They hold clients such 
as Virgin Galatic, Puma, D&AD and the Royal Mail; 
each of their work is dirreebt from what I can see.

Farrow

This design agency specailises in print and pakaging, or 
at least that is their most recent work. All of the work is 
carefully thought about,  clean and inspires the minds 
of those who look at their work. The client list is holds 
some big names like Jimmy Choo, Harvey Nicols, Niki 
Wire and Virgin Records.

Howdy

Howdy is a multi platform agency but what really 
caught my attention above all the other exceptional 
work on their site was their infographic showing that 
the UK leads the global green economy, it uses of 
shilouettes of objects with the information, it would 
catch your attention no matter what you were doing, it 
is pretty.



Johnson Banks

All of  Johnson Banks’s work is creative but it is 
their innovtive ideas on how to use printed material 
effectivly and in many different ways; size, shape, fold.

NB Studio

NB design brand identity, websites, brand guidelines, 
literature, packaging, direct mail, annual reports, 
exhibitions and campaigns. All of there work is clean, 
well designed and easy on the eyes. 

Loewy Design

This agency is accomplished in many platforms but 
they are more specailised for websites (or at least that 
is what is on their site) the sites are clean and well 
structured as well as designed inpecablly. They seem to 
prefer the 960 grid with their work and it coe across 
very prety like.

Radford Wallis

Radford Wallis is committed to creating distinctive, 
quirky and intelligent ideas that engage a specific 
audience, communicate effectively 
and make the whole experience memorable. 
Ideas that stand out.

Minale Tattersfield

MT have been around since 1964 and have clients 
such as Harrods, Jameson, BP and the Harlequins. 
The medium that they use can be from print to digital, 
marketing and branding. Their work is clear, simple and 
energetic.

Ranch

Ranch first started out with record sleeves and film 
posters in 1986. over the next 27 years Ranch is 
producing web, branding and print solutions for a wide 
range of clients including Macmillan Cancer Support, 
The Architecture Centre Network, VSO, Cacharel and 
Pathe Films.



Domestic 
Abuse 

Campaigns

Rose

Rose is a D&AD Yellow Pencil award winning agency 
specialising in printed work. Exquisitely designed, 
simple, well strcutered and lovely to look at. One of my 
favourites out of the ones chosen,



Crime Stoppers

These posters play on what people do when they have 
a cast, usually people write nice messages or draw 
something on it, therefore all the recipient has to do 
when sad is look and be happy. However, the messages 
left on these casts are horrifying which make the target 
and others think what is really going on in my friends 
life, etc.



Domestic Violence UK

Again these posters make you think about what people are hiding from in their lives, 
some of the most powerful domestic abuse posters are when men are shown to be 

just vulnerable as women.



Police

The police again used men but in a different way, as they were aiming to stop domestic violence during a specific 
time of the football calendar. They used men as they are prominently the ones that get worked up if the matches 
aren’t going according to plan. The posters show the viewer whatit would look like if you did abuse someone 

this year and how all your friends, family and work colleges would perceive them. It shows a powerful 
message that most men would listen too.



Emma Benuon

Emma Benuon was a student at the University of Bolton and won the competition for this campaign, her work 
gave me my initial idea for my campaign. This campaign was successful as even now when people ask the residents 
of the Merseyside area they remember the campaign.  



Refuge

Refuge is a safe haven for women and children who are 
affected by domestic violence - whether its emotional 
ir physical - and want to get away. There is no limit on 
the amount of time the women can stay their, it could 
be a few days or moths. The address is confidential and 
no men are allowed in the building. A refuge is a place 
where women can be sure they are safe, and where they 
can access emotional and practical support from staff 
who understand what they have been through.

Every woman in the refuge is escaping abuse, which 
means they can share their experiences and offer each 
other support.

We recognise that some women may wish to live in 
refuges sensitive to their cultural needs or preferences. 
Some of our refuges are specifically for women from 
particular ethnic or cultural backgrounds.

Women can arrive at a refuge in shock. They may have 
lived with abuse for months or years. They may have 
become isolated from family and friends.

Staff in all of our refuges are there to support women 
practically and emotionally. They understand the 
trauma women have experienced and are there to listen. 
The other women staying in the refuge can also provide 
valuable peer support.

 

Refuge workers can assist in many areas:

Help in finding a safe new home
Budgeting and welfare benefits
Accessing health services
Finding nurseries and schools
Accessing local community and cultural services
Gaining legal advice, including accompanying women 
to appointments and court
Safety planning
Training, education and employment

Out of all the Refuge posters it is the first set that  are 
my favourite, the use of personification on the bears 
is very effective, it makes you think that something so 
cuddly and kind could physically or mentally abuse 
another person (or bear) is unprecedented. The copy 
underneath is just as powerful as it give two sides of 
each story on why an abusive partner does something. 
This posters really do make you think.



Your partner says he only gets angry because  
he cares. But is he using anger to control you?

Being constantly told you’re to blame for his  
behavior is a way of dominating and controlling  
you. Over time you may start to believe him.  
But nothing you do justifies any form of abuse.  
No woman can make a man hit her – violence  
is a choice he makes. Every day at Refuge  
we help over a thousand women. You need  
never feel alone. 

Your train’s delayed. You’re running late.  
You know he’ll be angry; he insists you’re  

on time so you can have dinner together.  
When you’re not, he lashes out. He says he  
wouldn’t have to if you weren’t so selfish. 

Besides, he’ll spend the next two weeks  
making up for it – his flowers and gifts  

will prove how much he cares for you. 

Caring or Controlling?
Find out at www.refuge.org.uk



Being asked to account for every minute of your  
day is a sign that your partner is trying to limit  
your freedom. Jealousy and possessiveness might 
initially seem like expressions of love, but they are 
forms of control, which can easily escalate into 
emotional abuse and physical violence. Every day  
at Refuge we help over a thousand women.  
You need never feel alone. 

He meets you every night after work.  
Without fail. He picks you up from friends’  

houses, girls’ nights out, trips to the gym.  
He always has to know who you’re speaking  
to, texting, emailing or even thinking about.  

He says he thinks about you constantly,  
that he has to know what you’re doing  

– all of the time. 

Your partner insists on knowing what you are doing every  
single moment. Because he cares? Or wants to control you?

Caring or Controlling?
Find out at www.refuge.org.uk





The posters that you have just seen are very powerful as it was what children have written about their abusive parents, whether 
the abuse is to themselves or to other members of the family and how they pray that the abuse will stop. The use of children 
in these campaigns is uncanny, they always play the sympathy card and people always want to help those who cannot defend 
themselves. That is why posters like these always work no matter what the cause (as long as it affects the children) the designers or 
organisations are trying to stop.



Rape 
Campaigns

Police

UK Stats
In the financial year 2008-2009, there were 2,177 
reports of rape to the Metropolitan Police.

But by 2011-2012, that had jumped to 3,334 cases. 
Some 667 prosecutions have been completed, 369 of 
which were successful.

Counrties with the hights rape rate

1. Lesotho
2. Trinidad and Tobago
3. Sweden
4. Korea
5. New Zealand
6. United States
7. Belgium
8. Zimbabwe
9. United Kingdom

US Rape Statistics

Average number of rape cases reported 
in the US annually
Percent of women who experienced an 
attempted or completed rape
Percent of men who experienced an 
attempted or completed rape

Decline in rape rate since 1993

Percent of rapes that are never reported 
to authorities 
Percent of college rapes that are never 
reported to authorities
Percent of rapes where both victim and 
perpetrator had been drinking

http://www.statisticbrain.com/rape-statistics/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-18200190

Percentage

89,000

16 %

3 %

60 %

60 %

95 %

47 %



Victim Support
Helpline: 0845 126 4101    www.victimsupport.org.uk

Short word
Long sentence

NO CONSENT, NO SEX

Rape  

0300 333 3000
In an emergency dial 999

Let your hair down, 
not your guard.

ALCOHOL fEATuRES IN 
TWO THIRdS Of ALL RApES

Rape  

0300 333 3000
In an emergency dial 999

Victim Support
Helpline: 0845 126 4101    www.victimsupport.org.uk                      www.thesurvivorstrust.org

Home Office
The posers that the police what come up with plays 
with the shame and guilt of the act of rape both 
from the female and male side of the action. They are 
effective because of that, their emotions are cleverly 
portrayed and it make the audience really think about 
the consequences of rape. 

The Home Office take on a rape campaign is different than most, they don’t show the shame, instead they show 
what is the case of ‘no entry’ when sex isn’t consensual  and what will happen when you have committed the crime.
The copy that is used is a threat to those who commit this crimes. The copy and imagery combine will make any 
person think twice before they think of raping someone.



Amnesty International

Amnesty International is a global movement of more 
than 3 million supporters, members and activists in 
over 150 countries and territories who campaign to end 
grave abuses of human rights.

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights 
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and other international human rights standards.
We are independent of any government, political 
ideology, economic interest or religion, and are funded 
mainly by our membership and public donations.

Until every person can enjoy all of their rights, we will 
continue our efforts. We will not stop until everyone 
can live in dignity; until every person’s voice can be 
heard; until no one is tortured or executed.

The main Amnesty anti-rape campaign is one of my 
favourite that I found during my searches, the main 
copy make the viewer think that the women ask to be 
raped but their faces tell a different story so you then 
read the smaller copy and really understand what is 
happens where these women live. The whole poster 
makes you think twice and it makes the viewer realise 
that just because on the outside it is clear as day what 
happens doesn’t mean that on the inside it is.

Together, we make 
a difference

“My camp is my home, and the men here are part of my family. I don’t want to let them die by the hands of the 
melitiamen. So I made a decision in order to keep the men out of danger, I get the firewood myself. That is my 
gift for them; to face rape every day.”



“It was my only option: to get firewood by myself in order to prevent the deaths of the good men in the camp. My 
only daughter begs me not to go outside, since she knows what happens. But while being rapes is my humilliation, 
it is salvation for her father.”

“Rape is happening everyday outside our camp. But my leaving to get firewood is the best way to protect the men 
against the guns of the militia. I don’t want to see anybody die so there is no other option for women here, ther is 
on ther option for me.”



“We choose to sacrifice ourselves for men, because they cannot leave the camp to get firewood. It is a matter of 
life and death. So we choose to preserve their lives. We choose to go out ourselves. We choose to get face to face 
with the militiamen. We choose to get raped.”

Don’t be that Guy
For years we’ve been telling young women that it’s up 
to them to avoid sexual assault. The “Don’t be THAT 
guy” poster campaign breaks the mold by speaking 
directly to young men. The images are intentionally 
graphic to emphasize the bottom line, which is that sex 
without consent is sexual assault. And being drunk is 
no excuse for committing a violent crime.

The posters take a refreshing and new approach to 
tackling sexual violence among youth aged 19 to 25. 
Instead of placing responsibility for preventing sexual 
assault in the hands of victims, the posters appeal to 
potential offenders—speaking directly to them in their 
language. The posters can be displayed in bars as well as 
other places where young people gather

The message is clear: Don’t be that guy. Don’t be 
that guy who doesn’t take responsibility. Don’t 
be that guy who doesn’t make sure his partner is 
consenting. Don’t be that guy who sexually assaults 
a young woman too drunk to consent to sex. Don’t 
be that guy who uses alcohol as a tool to sexually 
assault. Don’t be that guy who believes it is not 
rape.



http://www.crimepreventionottawa.ca/en/initiatives/dont-be-that-guy 
http://osocio.org/message/dont_be_that_guy_is_back_and_direct_
as_ever/ uy_3.jpeg

CThur.com

The University of Pennsylvania had a exibition called 
‘THIS IS NOT AN INVITATION TO RAPE ME’. 
The TW and Studio associates, as we welcome Charles 
Hall at the most recent installation of this ongoing 
International public service campaign.

This exhibition represents the first time the idea is 
interpreted and expressed by fine artists and members 
of the school’s student body. My hope is for new artists 
to expand the applications of the concept, include the 
representation of the many different types of woman 
affected by this crime and to ignite an enlightening 
discussion for all who experience the show.



http://cthru.com/photography/charles-hall-the-joy-of-consent/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/This-Is-Not-An-Invitation-to-Rape-Me-University-of-Pennsylvania-

Exhibition/354737208528?sk=info

This fine art campaign was well received in Pennsylvania. Unlike 
the usually rape campaigns this doesn’t play on guilt and shame 
instead it has a 1960’s style typographic posters with bits imagery. 
Due to this I understand why it was so powerful, it focuses on 
consent and that you need consent for it to be sex and at anything it 
could change to a no thank you at any time. It makes the recipients 
really think about what they do and how it could effect them 
without it being shown to them.



Scotland’s ‘THIS IS NOT AN INVITATION TO 
RAPE ME’.  

Upon arriving in Edinburgh, Charles was introduced 
to the METRO news headline of the day; “RAPIST 
OF GIRL AGED 10 FREE IN MONTHS”. This 
appalling court ruling served as a backdrop for the 
new task at hand for Charles and his creative team. 
He contacted regional artists Julie Cerise to contribute 
photographic images, and New York based graphic 
designer, Graham Clifford to contribute their talents 
for the new campaign.

In Scotland, only 2.9% of rapes recorded by the police 
currently lead to a conviction, and the humiliation 
experienced by female complainers in court is well 
documented.

Despite recent efforts to help women who have been 
raped to receive justice, societal attitudes continue to 
play a significant role in limiting justice for women 
who have experienced this crime.

http://cthru.com/photography/charles-hall-part-2/
http://www.thisisnotaninvitationtorapeme.co.uk/the-campaign/



Statutory Rape

Three ads about teen pregnacy from United Way 
of Greater Milwaukee. A recent study found that 
Milwaukee has the 7th highest rate of birth to teens 
in the USA. In 2006, the United Way of Greater 
Milwaukee approached Serve, a non-profit advertising 
agency, to request help in raising awareness about the 
problem.

Serve focused on statutory rape for this particular 
campaign because in Wisconsin it is a huge part of 
the teen pregnancy crisis. In Wisconsin: 71% of babies 
born to teen girls are fathered by adult males over 20 
years old.  In 20% of the cases, the fathers are at least 
six year older than the mothers.

http://osocio.org/message/statutory_rape/



Getting 
work ready 

for the 
printers

Page setup

1. To work in A4 you need to have an A3 page
2. Get the Layers palate up, create a layer can call it 
crop marks
3.  Make a working area of an A4 sheet - Use the 
rectangle tool to do so
4. Do NOT leave a Black line as the printer will print 
it, so change the black line into 100% Cyan
5. Select the box, go to Effects > Crop Marks
6. Lock that layer

1.

2.

3.



4. 5.

5a. 6.

Pantone

1. Create new layer
2. Start background colours, if you want a colour right 
up to the edge of the paper, it needs to bleed off by 
3mm, on all sides.
3. Go to Window > Swatch Libraries > Colour Books 
> Pantone + Solid Coated/ + Solid Uncoated, or
4.  Swatches > more options button > Open Swatch 
Library > Colour Books > Pantone + Solid Coated/ + 
Solid Uncoated
5. Find pantone colour and refernce

1.

2.

3/4.



3a/4a.

5.

MY IDEA



My initial idea was the strapline ‘Pride or your family’ 
with an image of a family being held hostage by a loan 
shark and the man is helpless. Even though the IMLT 
thought that it was a good idea it would have seemed 
more like a military campiagn and so the audience that 
we were aiming for would not have responded. 

Therefore I went through all of my reasearch 
again. While reading and listening to some victims 
testimonies there were shocking quotes of what the 
loan shark has said to get his money like “Pay me, don’t 
feed the kids” and “I will go after your family”, plus 
what they did like walking their children home from 
school and kidnapping family members as well. All of 
this could make a major impact, I just needed to find a 
way of executing it.

My first idea was to have the quotes in a speech bubble 
but that would have been far too similar to Emily 
Benoun’s as shown previously. Then I thought about 
having it as a text but it would not have been eye 
catching or shocking or get people’s attention. I finally 
came to the idea of using a top with the nasty quotes 
on and a friendly face to contradict each other which 
will say just because they look friendly does not mean 
that they are. I used the same strapline stated above 
because the campaign is all about stopping loan sharks 
and saving your family.





Making of 
the tops

The process is the same 
for each of the tops

Pay me
don’t feed

the kids

1. The phase and typeface

I will walk
your kids

home



2. cut out the letters, a 
very long and painful task



3. Place the stencil on a 
top with newspaper to 
protect the areas you don’t 
want paint on.



4. Spray the fabric paint 
and take the stencil off 
before the paint drips.

5. Let it dry



Pantone to
Process

This is so you don’t uses 
CMYK and Pantone 

together, or use more than 
3 colours of Pantone as it 

isnt cost effective

1. Open Pantone colour book
2. Select the pantone colour
3. Stick the pantone into the swatch palate
4.Double that pantone copy
5.Double click on the second copy
6. Make it a Process colour and CMYK 
7. Make the percentages to the nearest 5
8. The process colour has a tap but no spot.

1.

2.

3.4.



5.

6.

7.

8.

The difference between the 
two. It is a suttle change.



Setting 
images up 
for litho 
printing

This process is so you are 
not charged more than 

necessary by the printers

1. Open your image
2. Adjust the colour mode from RGB to CMYK
3. Adjust the image size to the size that you want
4. Adjust the dpi to 300
5. Save as a TIFF file
If it is going into another document in InDesign
6.Draw a rectangle box with the cross in to where you 
want the image to go 
7. Keep that box selected
8. Go to ‘Place’ and select the image
9. Place the image 
10. Check that it is right by going to ‘info’
should be: - ppi 300
     - effective ppi 300
     - colour space CMYK

1.

2.



3/4.

3/4.

5.



6. 7.

8.

9.

10.



Photoshoot

Due to the fact that 
my idea means that 
well respected men of 

the community will be 
portrayed as a loan shark 
with a horrible saying on 
them, it was difficult to 
get volunteers. So when 
I did I had to take the 

photograph there and then. 
Therefore the lighting isn’t 

consistent.





As my photographs weren’t taken in a studio, I had 
to cut my models out of a selected photograph and 
slightly change their tone using Hue, Brightness and 
Contrast. Considering my circumstances I feel that 
these photographs are effective and the difference 
makes them strong because no one is the same.

My 
posters



Bringing my model out of all of the negative space 
worked and made him more menacing and terrifying. 
But the black box was now squished up and didn’t 
have any room to breath so the impact of the writing 
and the box was lost so I needed to bring it down a bit 
more. This worked terrifically and now I just need to 
place my other model in that template.

When one of my models were changing their top, a 
guy said “nice top”, this gave me the idea of using the 
tops as part of the marketing campiagn. If people did 
walk around in these tops with the Stop Loan Shark 
info on the back then it could be a massive hit and the 
message would get out, to a much wider audience.

At first I did a mock up of what my poster would 
look like so I knew where everything would go on my 
poster. I feel that this was a good idea because it aided 
me to understand the layout and to see if there were 
any quirks that needed to be looked at. From this I 
could tell that the information on the bottom wouldn’t 
have been seen as it did not stand out, and that it was 
too close to the bottom.

This was my first concept after analysing the mock up. 
The black box with the writing at the bottom works 
very efficiently and will stand out and is easy to read 
because light writing on a dark surface is better than 
the other way around. However, my model does not 
look menacing or intimating with all that white space 
around him, so I have to make him bigger and pop out 
to really grab peoples attention.



This is the back of the top shown oposite. This 
information is that same as the ones on the posters. 
the infomation was ironed on near te top in the 
middle. This is for the fashion campaign, to giain more 
awarness against loan sharks.



What is varnishing?

A varnish is a liquid coating applied to a printed 
surface (for example the outside of a presentation 
folder) to add a clear glossy, matte, satin, or neutral 
finish.   Varnishing, also referred to as Coating or 
Sealing, can be carried out ‘online’ (the varnish is 
applied directly (within seconds) after the ink is put on 
the paper), or ‘offline’ by a separate machine, some time 
after printing.   There are various kinds of varnish that 
can be applied to printing, but all share some common 
characteristics:

•A varnish increases colour absorption and speeds up 
the drying process.
•By ‘locking in’ in the ink under a protective coat, the 
varnish helps to prevebt the ink rubbing off when the 
paper is subjected to handling.
•Varnishes are used most frequently, and succesfully on 
coated papers.

The major types of varnishing availavable for graphic 
designers:

Gloss Varnishing
A gloss varnish is often used to enhance the appearance 
of printed photographs in brochures or flyers, as the 
coating reflects back the light and makes colours 

appear richer and more vivid. A gloss coating can add 
impact to your print, especially in sales or promotional 
material, where optimum presentation of images is 
paramount

Matt Varnihing
A matte (or matt - the spellings are interchangeable) 
varnish gives the printed surface a non-glossy, smooth 
look. This type of seal is sometimes considered to 
‘soften’ the appearance of a printed image. Small text in 
a leaflet or booklet is easier to read on a surface coated 
with matt vanish as the coating scatters the light, 
reducing glare.

Machine Sealing
A machine seal is a basic, and virtually invisible coating 
applied to a printed item by the printer. It does not 
affect the appearance of the job, but as it ‘seals’ the ink 
under a protective coat, the printer need not wait so 
long for the job to be dry enough to handle. It is often 
used when producing fast turnaround printing such as 
leaflets on matt and satin (silk) papers, as inks dry more 
slowly on these materials

UV Varnishing
Ultra Violet (UV) Varnishing is a process for achieving 
an even more striking type of coating on your printed 
material. Requiring the use of special Ultraviolet 
drying machinery, a UV coating is like a deluxe version 
of the non-UV varnishes, with the varnish appearing 
noticeably richer and more luxurious.
A UV varnish can be applied as either an all-over 
coating, or as a spot varnish:

All-over UV Varnish
Simply put, this is a UV seal applied all over the 
printed surface. A gloss UV varnish seal is the most 
common type of all-over UV varnish, (perhaps because 
this finish really does give a very high gloss effect, more 
so than with a laminate in many cases) although silk 
and matt are also available.

Spot UV Varnish
As the name suggests, a Spot Varnish is applied to 
chosen spots (areas), of a printed piece. This has the 
affect of highlighting and drawing attention to that 
part of the design, but it also provides the additional 
visual stimulus of having varied textures on a single 
printed surface. This adds a lot of interest, and can 
identify the printing as a premium piece of literature in 
the perception of the reader.
One very effective technique is to apply a UV gloss 
spot varnish on top of matt laminated printing. This 
achieves maximum contrast between the highly 
reflective shiny UV coating and the light-absorbing 
matt laminate, and can, for instance, create a striking 
first impression on presentation folders or a brochure 
cover.

Varnish

www.printingdirect.com/
information/varnishing.

php



This type of printing needs two processes to complete 
thermal printing and thermal ink transfer printing. 

Thermal Printing
Thermal printing is a digital printing process that 
selectively creates and image by heating coated 
thermochromic paper (a.k.a thermal paper) as the 
paper passes over the thermal print head. The coating 
turns black in the areas where it is heated, producing an 
image. Two-color direct thermal printers can print both 
black and an additional color (often red) by applying 
heat at two different temperatures. This is most 
comminaly used in receipts and old fax machines 

Thermal Transfer Printing
Thermal transfer printing is a digital printing process 
in which material is applied to paper (or some other 
material) by melting a coating of ribbon so that it stays 
glued to the material on which the print is applied. It 
contrasts with direct thermal printing where no ribbon 
is present in the process.

Thermography as raised print process

Thermography is also the name of a post print process 
that is achieved today using traditional printing 
methods coupled with thermography machines. 
Thermography machines consist of three sections 
connected by a through conveyor.

The first section applies thermographic/embossing 
powder, made from plastic resins, to the substrate 
(normally paper). The areas selected for raised printing 
are printed with slow drying pigment inks that do not 
contain dryers or hardeners so that they remain wet 
during the application of powder. This ink is dried and 

hardened later during the heating process.

The second section of the process is a vacuum system 
that removes excess powder from uninked areas of the 
substrate.

The third section of the process conveys the product 
through a radiant oven where it is exposed to 
temperatures of 900 to 1300 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The heating process takes on the order of 2.5 to 3 
seconds. The substrate (usually paper) has a peak 
in IR absorption at the wavelength used. Through 
conduction from the paper, the powder temperature 
rapidly increases and starts melting. When the process 
is correctly adjusted, the center of the largest filmed 
areas reach sufficient quality level as the product exits 
the heater. The melted ink then solidifies as the product 
cools.

This process is sometimes produced using manual 
powdering. The substrate with the wet ink areas 
selected for the effect are dipped into the powdered 
polymer. The sheet is tilted back and forth, rolling the 
powder across the image. The excess powder is removed 
by raising the substrate to a vertical position and lightly 
tapping the back. The powdered sheet is then fed into 
a radiant heating system as above at a speed to achieve 
a quality filming. In the case of craft applications, the 
powder is then melted using a heatgun that blows 
hot air.It is commonly used on wedding invitations, 
letterheads, business cards, greetings cards, gift wrap, 
packaging and can also be used to print braille text. 
It is even sometimes used in diploma printing as an 
attractive alternative to the more expensive engraving 
option.

Thermo-
graphic 
Printing

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Thermographic_printing



I couldn’t find any information about die cutting 
forms online, only places that make them. Therefore I 
wrote to one of the companies called Rossforme and 
asked if they could tell me what a die cutting form is, 
they kindly wrote back telling me what it is with an 
example. This is what they said:

Die Cutting 
Forms

Rossforme



The flyers will consist of the poster as the front at more information about loan sharks and how to get help on 
the back with a gentle reminder that if you borrowed the money you didn’t break the law. Therefore, there willl be 
three or as many different posters their will be.

Flyers

This is another platform 
that the Stop Loan 

Shark campaign can be 
distibuted on.



As through these picture off the interent I don’t want 
to have a rectangle keyring instead one that had its own 
shape accorinding to what is it all about. This is because 
I feel that one with a shape is more eye catching and 
attractive so people are more likely to see it and wonder 
what it is all about.

As each of the men in my campiagn have different 
builds the out line of the keyring will be slightly 
differen for each of them but hopefullt as similar as 
possible.

Keyring

I thought of using a 
keyrng because everyone 
has one and if people soo 
it they might ask what it 
is about and ask for help



I feel that these keyrings are clever and have the 
amount of information needed to get people to call and 
ask for help. 


